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LOCATION AND PHYSICAL
LAYOUT CHARACTERISTICS

Figure 1 Salamulla GND and location of the Laksanda Sevana Flats

Salamulla is located at 6°55'41" North Latitude and 79°53'40" East Longitude. The
Salamulla Grama Niladari division (GND) is an administrative unit of the Kolonawa
Divisional Secretariat Division (DSD) of the Colombo District, Sri Lanka (see figures 1/ 2).



Laksanda Sevana
Flat

Figure 2 Google Image

1.1 Physical Layout

Occupying over 1.7326 ha of land, the construction on the Salamulla Laksanda Sevana high-
rise housing complex of 994 dwelling units began in 2011 and was completed and opened in
2017. Each unit of 450 square feet has a living area, two bedrooms, a kitchen, a balcony, and
a bathroom. The housing project consists of blocks A, B, and C. Block A has a total of 216
dwelling units in its twelve floors, with 18 units on each floor. Blocks B and C have 33
residences on each floor and a total of 792 units over 12 floors.

The residents of Salamulla came from several parts of Colombo City. For example, about 329
housing units were handed over to families affected by the Meethotamulla garbage dump
collapse. The following figure (see figure 3) includes information on the original locations of
the allottees.



HISTORY OF THE
NEIGHBOURHOOD

2.1 Origin of the allottees

Figure 3 Allocation of flats in Laksanda Sewana

Source: Urban Development Authority, 2018



SERVICE DELIVERY

3.1 Water

Enormous plastic tanks located on top of the buildings supply water to the housing units. A
sizable cement tank is placed on the ground floor of the flat and is used to fill the plastic tanks.
The water is provided by the National Water Supply and Drainage Board (NWSDB). However,
the water bill is paid by the residents to the Urban Development Authority (UDA). The
monthly water bill is between Rs. 1800 and Rs. 1900 per unit (2021). Since the tanks are not
cleaned frequently they tend to corrode. As a result, people typically tie a cloth around the
tap's mouth to filter the water before drinking it (see figure 4).

o«
There is rust in the water since the tank wasn't properly cleaned. | once experienced

allergies as a result of that. A rash also appeared. And a few others also experienced
this issue because of the water. The water is not purified, which is why it occurs.

Some people may be allergic to residue and sludge, making it impossible for them to

drink the water. The water is a dark brown colour, and we have tied a piece of white

”
fabric over the tap to filter it.

(FGD, Salamulla)

Figure 4 A cloth attached to a tap to filter the rust



3.2 Hygienic conditions

Each flat has its own toilet. However, when there are many members in the household,
especially three or four children, it is extremely difficult for mothers to manage with only one
bathroom. The long waiting time for the bathroom results in the residents being late for
school or work.

The units have no drainage-related problems. People frequently clean the drain. They
occasionally receive support from the Urban Council. However, some people throw the trash
into the gully (ditch). Thus, during the rainy season, the gully overflows with water. Many
parts of the flats' public areas are stained with betel spit (see figure 5), and drug addicts
urinate without considering their surroundings. On the other hand, some floors of the flat
appear quite clean and tidy, indicating that people's attitudes and characteristics determine
the hygienic conditions of the places. (See figure 6)

Figure 5 Betel spittle on the stairwell and the walls of common areas

Figure 6 Clean and tidy areas of the flat



3.3 Garbage Disposal

There is a lack of appropriate garbage disposal. Even though the garbage collecting tractor
collects trash twice a day, in the morning and the evening, some residents do not carry the
garbage to the tractor on time. They sometimes throw trash over windows or leave it on
stairwells or other public areas (See image 7).

o«
I always reprimand those that | observe putting trash everywhere. They still

continue to act in such a way and have no shame. They are unwilling to go and load
the garbage onto the tractor because they are not considerate of other people. This

”
results in a stench emanating from flats.

(Interview, Salamulla)

Figure 7 Trash on the pavements

3.4 Energy

The National Electricity Board provides electricity to each home in the apartment building.
The average monthly bill is between Rs. 2500 and Rs. 3000 (2021). Because the residents
spend the majority of their time inside the house, utilizing electrical equipment (such as fans
and lights), their electricity cost is greater now than it was in their previous residence.

The majority of homes have gas and kerosene burners for cooking. They lack chimneys;
therefore, they are unable to use wood for cooking.



3.5 Transportation

Residents mostly use buses for public transportation in their daily lives. In comparison to their
previous location (shown in Figure 3), they must walk a few kilometres to get public
transportation. There are also scheduled buses that do not arrive regularly. Initially, the
Salamulla residents took several side roads to get to the main road and access the buses.
However, as time passed, the area residents closed the shortcut roadways due to the unruly
behaviour of the Salamulla residents. For example, people who stroll along the shortcut
routes leave rubbish on the road, thus the villages restricted the roads. As a result, flat
residents must now walk a substantial distance to access buses.

People who can afford it, use three-wheelers as a form of transportation. But the majority of
flat dwellers take the bus since it's cheaper for them.

3.6 Communication

Prepaid mobile phone connections are used by the majority of the population. They have little
interest in using landlines or post-paid connections. Since most school classes were converted
to online mode during the Covid-19 pandemic, the use of mobile telephones increased
significantly during this period. As a result, people spend more money on data acquisition.



SOCIAL AND INSTITUTIONAL NETWORKS

There is no Community Development Council (CDC) in Salamulla. It is challenging to maintain
the community centre or social interactions because the flats have been divided to blocks and
floor-wise. Residents rarely come together for social gatherings. However, they had a society
at the block level initially (2018s). They mostly worked to raise money (monthly Rs. 100 from
each family) and used it for communal purposes, such as paying for funeral costs and painting
public spaces. Lack of responsibility caused the collections to shrink and eventually go
inactive.
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